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- TAe MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corre. 
Period for Reply i 

1 1 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(Sl) C 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. [ ■ 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be time v! "i 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. || 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from thejrr 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED |f35 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed.lmay 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). i, 

Status i 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 26 Mav 2006. S 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. j ' 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosec 

i 1 ii 

dosed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 [0 

Disposition of Claims ' ; 

4) S Claim(s) 1-51 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1-21 and 31-55 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
Q)M Claim(s) 22-30 is/are rejected. 

7) n Claim(s) is/are objected to. ' 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. • j 

Application Papers | j 

9) K The specification is objected to by the Examiner. j 
10)15^ The drawina(s) filed on 29 July 2003 is/are: a)n accepted or b)IEI objected to bV|:tl" 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See|3| 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is obj|epte 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached OfficejA jt 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 | jj 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)7(d; 
a)n All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: ^ 
1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. ;| j 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received \n 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received^.' 
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: l| 

Attachment(s) j! 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary |p| ( 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No{s)/Mail Datej . 

3) IS Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PT0.1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Infomial Paten 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 7/29/03 10/20/03. 6) □ Other: 
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lo of this communication. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

! 
I 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Group III in the reply filed on 
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2b|lj^iay 2006 is 



I! i', 



acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that all the groups repite comnnon 
elements. This is not found persuasive because Group I claims a rollfer. 
not positively claim a graft. Group His a method for rolling a graft. Th^ 
rolled by a different apparatus then that claimed in Group I. Group Mil 
The graft is not positively claimed in Group I. The graft of Group III c^eir| 
different method than that claimed in Group II. Groups IV and V clairp 

i 

delivering a graft. The systems of Groups IV and V do not require the 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made iFII^i'|iL. 

Drawings 

■ i I ill- 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings ,r4,ilist show 

jli- 

diameter 



every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the larger 



main section and two smaller diameter sections, and a flexible member 
the temporary covering must be shown or the feature(s) canceled frqrh 
new matter should be entered. 



Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d| ^ 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Ahy ^n ie 



nil 



replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing||(b i 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended.". If i; 



einbedded in 



im(s). No 



re 



drawing figure 



immediate 
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placeinjont sheet, 



\\3 

GJate 



is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the re 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered anc ja'p :)r(||riate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the draWjrig^ fi 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show; 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheef] 



the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyanc;^ 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the|nn|i^Wlje 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and'ju 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention 

I I 

4. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as f^i m 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably ico^V^yj 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application 



possession of the claimed invention. Claim 26 includes the limitation |6f th 



includes a larger diameter main section and two smaller diameter sectidrp 
end of the larger diameter. Drawings of the graft (figs. 11-13) do not 

i 

nor was the examiner able to find in the written description the claime 



numbering 



an 



or "New 



Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted , by ithe examiner. 



in Ithe next 



|ihd' process of 
skilled in the 
le and shall 



spmply 



was 



atilan axial 

limitation 
riliiiu ration. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U 



form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office ^ctiorpc 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - | 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign; 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application fo^ 
States. 

6. Claims 22-25, 27, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b|a$: 
anticipated by Wallace et al. 6254628 (Wallace). 

7. Wallace teaches a rolled graft, comprising a generally tubular graft 



against itself and rolled onto itself into a cylindrical configuration; an a|3!e|uire^^^ 



along the axis of the cylindrical rolled graft; the graft is rolled onto an axia 
comprising a part of a delivery system by which the graft is deployed in 



an expansion element disposed axially within the rolled graft (col, 25, lines S/ihSQ); a 



temporary covering surrounding and restraining the graft; the temporary covering 



njiember 



Dody lumen; 

lii 



comprises perforation along its length; the temporary covering is absorba pi 



lines 28-29); a flexible member is embedded in the temporary coverirng 
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I or in public 
ie United 
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ttened 



col. 10, 



Application/Control Number: 10/629.077 
Art Unit: 3734 



Pig. 2a 




num 



Contacts 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communi|j^ti(jris| 
examiner should be directed to Michael G, Mendoza whose telephone; 
272-4698. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 9:00 a 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful,' 
supervisor. Michael Hayes can be reached on (571) 272-4959. The fax| 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned,iisi5rl1 
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3er is (571) 
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examiner's 
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o;n"e number 
3-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status informatijon 

■illll ' 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Fj>ii|l)li,i ; 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Priya^e 

i i " 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.usp 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact tt]o 

III 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like as|si9t^^jj;;e from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automateJ'infbrrh'ation 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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